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Dear Booksellers, Educators, and Librarians, 

Join us as we celebrate the 75th anniversary of Little Golden Books, paying tribute to the artists, stories, and 
characters that have continuously contributed to children’s literature for 75 years. The stories found in Little 
Golden Books  have endured for generations—children and adults alike have continued to read, share, and enjoy 
them since the imprint launched in 1942. 

The rich cultural and historical significance of Little Golden Books makes this anniversary all the more special. 
Upon its launch, Little Golden Books aimed to create high-quality illustrated books at affordable prices and  
make them available to millions of families. As children’s books publishers, we never lose sight of this idea. 

Little Golden Books’ 75th anniversary is a time to celebrate the legacy of a brand that revolutionized children’s 
book publishing. We look forward to embarking on a year-long celebration that recognizes the characters, art, 
authors’, and illustrators that make Little Golden Books so special. 

We encourage you to celebrate this milestone with us. In this kit, you will find activities that help children bring 
their favorite Little Golden Books stories to life and even create their very own Little Golden Book. We are also 
excited to provide a step-by-step guide to throwing a celebration. This kit includes:

 Event Planning Tools
   Instructions on how to throw your 75 Years of Little Golden Books celebration 

 Reproducible Activity Pages
   Fill In the Missing Words from The Poky Little Puppy
   Matching Game with The Little Red Hen 
   Maze with Tootle 
   Connect-the-Dots with The Shy Little Kitten 
   Decode the Message with Scuffy
   Pets for Peter Write-in and Drawing Activity 

We hope you’ll share with us by tagging @RandomHouseKids  
with #Golden75 in any celebration-related posts!  Visit  
LittleGoldenBooks.com/Retailer for more resources.

Sincerely,
Random House Children’s Books 

Celebrate 75 Years of  
Little Golden Books!



Publishing changed upon the launch of Little Golden Books in 1942. The affordability  
of high-quality books made reading available to all, and over two billion Little Golden 
Books have since sold. Celebrate the 75th anniversary of Little Golden Books by hosting an 
event for your community that engages both parents and young children in this American  
milestone! 

STEP ONE: Pick a Time and Place 
   If you are hosting a large event, pick a location that best suits your celebration. Choosing a place that has a 

large open space for read-alouds, activities, snacks, and more will set the stage.

STEP TWO: Spread the Word!
   Send out an email blast, post on your social media pages, or create handouts that let your community know 

about this celebration. Get in touch with your local newspaper and have your event included in a calendar 
of community events.

STEP THREE: Decorate and Prepare 
   Create a window or shelf display using some of your favorite Little Golden Books characters. 
   Use balloons and streamers to make this event as golden as it can be.
   Order or make snacks for those attending the event. 

STEP FOUR: Celebrate! 
   If you ordered the aniversary merchandising tool kit, hand out the buttons for your staff to wear during the 

event.
   Read aloud from The Poky Little Puppy, The Little Red Hen, Tootle, The Shy Little Kitten, Scuffy the Tugboat, 

Pets for Peter or any other Little Golden Book of your choosing. Have the children share which is their 
favorite story, and perhaps encourage parents to participate by sharing a special memory they have of Little 
Golden Books.

   Get started on the activities offered in this brochure. 
  –  Important note: make copies for the number of children attending the event.
    Begin the Create Your Own Little Golden Book activity, which includes a mini book, sticker sheets, and 

crayons for each child. 

More ideas for celebrating Little Golden Books 75th anniversary with your community: 
    Be charitable! Encourage your guests to donate a book to a charity of your choice or theirs.  

Little Golden Books made reading affordable to all—use this message to spread the word that  
every child deserves books.

Host Your Own  
75 Years of Little Golden Books

Celebration!
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EVENT 
PLANNING

TOOLIllustration from The Little Red Hen copyright © 1954, renewed 1982  
by Penguin Random House LLC. Illustrated by J. P. Miller.  Golden Books® and related  
trademarks and service marks are the property of Penguin Random House LLC.

Visit LittleGoldenBooks.com/
Retailer for more resources.



LittleGoldenBooks.com

REPRODUCIBLE
ACTIVITY

Fill in the blanks with the words from the story using the 
answer key, in order to finish the sentences below.

The Poky                Puppy!Little
 1. puppies
 2. hole
 3. wide
 4. down
 5. bridge
 6. grass
 7. two
 8. four
 9. puppy
 10. poky
 11. little
 12. puppy

ANSWERS:

Illustrations from The Poky Little Puppy copyright ©1942, renewed 1970 by  
Penguin Random House LLC. Illustrated by Gustaf Tenggren. The Poky Little Puppy  
is a trademark of Penguin Random House LLC.  Golden Books® and related trademarks  
and service marks are the property of Penguin Random House LLC.

Five little _____________ dug a _____________  under the fence and went for  

a walk in the _____________ , wide world.

Through the meadow they went, _____________ the road, over the _____________ , 

across the green _____________ , and up the hill, one right after the other.

And when they got to the top of the hill, they counted themselves: one, 

_____________ , three, _____________ . One little _____________  wasn’t there.

Now where in the world is that _____________   _____________   _____________?

1 2

3

4 5

6

7 8 9

10 11 12

grass

puppies

four

hole

puppy

down

puppy

wide

little

two

poky

bridge

ANSWER KEY:
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REPRODUCIBLE
ACTIVITY

Match the Little Red Hen!
Use the cards below to play the Little Red Hen matching game!  
Cut along the dotted line with an adult’s help. Shuffle the cards and place them 
facedown on a flat surface. Turn one card over and look at it. Then pick another 
card and turn it over. If the two cards match, set them aside. If not, turn both cards 
facedown and start again. Continue until you find matches for all your favorites from 
the story, including the duck, goose, cat, pig, and, of course, the Little Red Hen!

Illustrations from The Little Red Hen copyright © 1954, renewed 1982  
by Penguin Random House LLC. Illustrated by J. P. Miller.  Golden Books® and related  
trademarks and service marks are the property of Penguin Random House LLC.
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REPRODUCIBLE
ACTIVITY

Tootle Needs Your Help  
Getting Back to the Tracks!
Complete the maze to lead Tootle out of the meadow and back to the tracks! 
Be on the lookout for Old Bill and his waving red flag. Remember, Tootle must 
always stop for a red flag waving and practice staying on the rails no matter 
what. Help him become the flyer he has always wanted to be! 

BONUS IDEA!  
Create a Tootle Train!
Create your own Tootle 
train in your bookstore, 
classroom, or library! 
The activity facilitator 
is the conductor of 
the train, standing at 
the front of the line. 
Children can line up 
single file behind the 
conductor. Do your best 
to stay in a line, keeping 
your train connected! 
Be sure to incorporate 
Tootle’s story into your 
activity.

ANSWER:

Illustrations from Tootle copyright © 1945, renewed 1973 by Penguin Random House LLC.  
Story by Gertrude Crampton. Illustrated by Tibor Gergely.   
Golden Books® and related trademarks and service marks are the property of Penguin Random House LLC.

ANSWER:ANSWER:



LittleGoldenBooks.com
Illustrations from The Shy Little Kitten copyright © 1946, renewed 1974 by Penguin Random House LLC.  
Illustrated by Gustaf Tenggren. The Shy Little Kitten is a trademark of Penguin Random House LLC.  
Golden Books® and related trademarks and service marks are the property of Penguin Random House LLC.

Can You Find the Shy Little  
Kitten and Her New Friend?
Connect the dots to reveal the Shy Little Kitten meeting her new friend, 
the mole. When you’re finished, color in your picture! 

REPRODUCIBLE
ACTIVITY
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Illustrations from Scuffy the Tugboat copyright © 1946,1955, renewed 1974, 1983 by Penguin Random  
House LLC. Illustrated by Tibor Gergely.  Scuffy the Tugboat is a registered trademark of Penguin Random  
House LLC. Golden Books® and related trademarks and service marks are the property of Penguin Random House LLC.

REPRODUCIBLE
ACTIVITY

Help Scuffy Solve the  
Secret Message!
Scuffy wants to decode the secret message, but he needs your help! 
Fill in the blanks with the letter that matches each picture in the key 
below to reveal the secret message. 

THIS IS THE LIFE FOR ME

ANSWER:

__ __ __ __   __ __   __ __ __  

 __ __ __ __   __ __ __   __ __

KEY:

=  T

=  H

=  E

=  R

=  M

=  F

=  I

=  L

=  S

=  O
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REPRODUCIBLE
ACTIVITY

The Best Pet of All 
In Pets for Peter, Peter got exactly what he wanted: “a good  
old, little old—puppy dog!” Now, it’s your turn to decide which  
pet is best for you. Fill in the blanks to describe your perfect pet.  
Then draw a picture of the pet you described in the gold frame!

The pet for me is a ________________________. It lives in ________________________where it 

loves to ________________________ all day long. This pet is ________________________ and is 

special because it can________________________.

ANIMAL PLACE

ACTIVITY COLOR

ACTION WORD


